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The Buckeye Ranch Celebrates Transformative Outdoor Projects at Michael and Paige Crane 
Center for Children and Families Headquarters Adding Clean Energy and Safety Features 

 
COLUMBUS, OH (AUGUST 25, 2026) – On Aug. 25, The Buckeye Ranch, an Ohio nonprofit 
dedicated to providing hope and healing for children and families through mental health, behavioral 
health, and child welfare services, commemorated several outdoor improvement projects at its 
headquarters, the Michael and Paige Crane Center for Children and Families. The Crane 
Beautification Project added safety features, clean energy, and greenery to provide a welcoming 
environment for youth, families, and team members as well as generate savings for the 
organization. As part of the Impact Solar Initiative, a collaboration between Clean Energy Ventures 
from the Columbus Partnership and Community Renewable Energy, The Buckeye Ranch installed 
solar panels to its headquarters which will help generate clean energy and long-term savings. The 
solar project is anticipated to save the organization $3 million in energy costs over the next 35 years 
and offset approximately 29,785 US tons of carbon dioxide over the lifetime of the system.  
 
“The vital safety features, such as visitor walkways and additional lighting, help alleviate anxieties 
as youth and families enter our headquarters on their healing journey and improve access to care,” 
said Vickie Thompson-Sandy, President and CEO of The Buckeye Ranch. “The installation of solar 
panels furthers our long-term strategy to reduce operational expenses, enabling us to reinvest more 
resources in essential mental and behavioral health programs for our community. We are grateful to 
our donors and partners who made these projects come to life and improved The Buckeye Ranch 
headquarters for everyone who walks through our doors.”  
 
The Crane Beautification Project enhanced safety, accessibility, and the overall campus experience 
for children, families, team members, and visitors. As a part of the project, the parking lot was 
reconfigured, and new pedestrian walkways were added to support safer access and align with the 
Central Ohio Transit Authority Board’s transit improvement plans. A tree-lined pathway now 
provides a welcoming and secure route for those arriving by public transportation, while upgraded 
lighting improves visibility and safety throughout the campus. 
 
The improvements also include a dedicated drop-off area for children and families, creating a safer 
arrival experience by separating pedestrian activity from parking lot traffic. Thoughtfully designed 
landscaping, mature trees, and vibrant green spaces have transformed the campus entrance into a 
warm and inviting environment. Together, these enhancements create a safer, more accessible, and 
welcoming setting that reflects The Buckeye Ranch's commitment to supporting children and 
families on their healing journey while providing an improved experience for the dedicated team 
members who serve them every day. 
 

https://www.buckeyeranch.org/
https://praxia-partners.com/cre/impactsolar/
https://columbuspartnership.squarespace.com/
https://columbuspartnership.squarespace.com/
https://praxia-partners.com/


By installing solar panels on the building’s roof, The Buckeye Ranch was able to lock in a long-term, 
low rate for electricity to help stabilize facility operations. The solar developers, Clean Energy 
Ventures from the Columbus Partnership and Community Renewable Energy, developed, financed, 
and installed the panels, and are operating and maintaining the system for the duration of the 
Power Purchase Agreement.  
 
The outdoor improvements were possible thanks to the generous support of Michael and Paige 
Crane, The Wolfe Family Foundation, Renier Construction, PNC Bank, and the city of Whitehall. 
Construction partners included engineering firm Kimley-Horn and Renier Construction. For the 
solar panels, financing partners Heartland Bank and the Columbus Region Green Fund made the 
project possible, with Clean Energy Ventures leveraging available federal tax credits to further 
reduce the cost of power for the host. Other solar partners included installers Appalachian 
Renewable Power and Neighborhood Solar Equity, procurement by Exel, and engineering firm 
Exactus Engineering. 
 

### 
 
About The Buckeye Ranch 
The Buckeye Ranch is a private, nonprofit provider that has been serving children and families in 
Ohio for 65 years. Opening in 1961 as a treatment center for 10 young men, it has now transitioned 
into a leading provider of behavioral health, mental health, education, and child welfare services for 
children and families. Each day, thousands of youth are in The Buckeye Ranch’s care, receiving 
services designed to help them become successful within their families, schools and communities. 
With six locations and nearly 700 dedicated team members, our four service lines - Child Welfare 
Services, Community and Education-Based Mental Health Services, Residential Treatment 
Services, and Integrated Care Services - operate 21 programs for youth and families across the 
state of Ohio. Since the beginning, The Buckeye Ranch’s mission has been to restore hope and 
provide healing for children and families. To learn more, visit 
www.BuckeyeRanch.org. 
 
About Heartland Bank  
Heartland’s journey began in Croton, Ohio, where local farmers created the Croton Bank to 
strengthen their community and cultivate relationships. In 1988, Tiney M. McComb carried this 
legacy forward and renamed the institution Heartland Bank, focusing on integrity, personalized 
service, and encouraging growth.  
 
On February 1, 2025, Heartland Bank joined German American Bank, combining two organizations 
united by shared values. As a division of German American Bank, Heartland continues to serve 
clients with the strength and care that the community has trusted for over a century.  
 
About Columbus Region Green Fund 
As an independent 501c3 nonprofit organization, The Green Fund is dedicated to equitably 
accelerating the clean energy transition in the Columbus Region. Clean energy projects that the 
CRGF finances reduce harmful emissions, promote healthier communities, improve neighborhood 
resiliency, and help Columbus achieve its climate action goals. Learn more at: 
www.crgreenfund.org 
 

http://www.buckeyeranch.org/

