A KINSHIP
CAREGIVER’S GUIDE
TO FOSTER CARE

- WHY CONSIDER‘?
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Welcoming a kinship placement
into your home can be both
exciting and stressful. There are
opportunities for supportive
services to help make the
process more manageable for
you and your family.

Families who take in kin placed
in custody of a county agency
have the opportunity to apply to
become a foster parent. Once
this process is completed, your
kin would then be officially
placed in your home as a foster
child. This opportunity would
provide financial support, case
management support, and
resources from the foster care
team at The Buckeye Ranch.
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‘WHAT YOU GAIN
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Determining whether to become a foster
parent is a big decision! We are here to
answer your questions, guide you
through the process, and want you to
know what you gain when you obtain
your foster care license with support
from The Buckeye Ranch:

. Financial support

On-call services and case
management support

. Family support programs

Behavioral health services
for youth

. Resource navigation

A variety of training
resources and
opportunities
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"THE PROCESS

« Step 1: Inquire to become a certified kinship caregiver through our website or by reaching
out to our recruitment team. You must be at least 18 years old to apply. One of our
Recruitment Specialists will connect with you to answer questions and provide support.

o Step 2: Complete the Department of Children and Youth’s foster care application.

« Step 3: You will be assigned to a Licensing Specialist through The Buckeye Ranch.

« Step 4: Complete a series of interviews and gather the required documentation, including
criminal background checks (please keep in mind there are offenses that may disqualify
you), a fire inspection, a home safety audit, a medical exam, and financial documentation.

 Step 5: A home study will be conducted in your home and with your family. This process
takes approximately three to six months to complete.

« Step 6: Upon completion of this process, you will become a licensed foster/adoptive
parent with the State of Ohio.

« Step 7: The custodial agency and The Buckeye Ranch work together to change the

placement status of the kinship child or children in your home to foster care status.

QUESTIONS?

BECOME A KINSHIP
CAREGIVER TODAY

Learn more about
how The Buckeye
Ranch can support

Reach out to our Recruitment Specialists today:

Central Ohio

your kinship care
journey by scanning
the QR code or
visiting:

R 513-772-5800

BuckeyeRanch.org/KinshipCare
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